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RAILWAYSWILLplayan impor-
tant role in the development of
industries and tourism in the
northGujaratregion,saidPrime
Minister Narendra Modi in
MehsanaMondayasheinaugu-
rated railway projectsworth Rs
5,130crore.Listingdownanum-
berof initiativesof thestateand
Central governments, the PM
emphasised that development
of Gujarat and Indiawas possi-
ble only because of the political
stability.

The projects unveiled by
ModionMondayincludetwoin
Mehsana and Ahmedabad dis-
tricts, a section of theWestern
Dedicated Freight Corridor be-
tween new Sanand and new
Bhandu, and two connecting
lines of 77 kms and 24 kms. It
also included a project of the
Gujarat Railway Infrastructure
DevelopmentCorporationtoin-
stalla29.65-kmrailwaylinebe-
tween Katosan and Bechraji in
Mehsana.

"Adedicatedfreightcorridor
between Ahmedabad and
Mehsanaisgoingtobearevolu-
tionarystepasitwillincreasethe
connectivity with ports of
Pipavav, Porbandar, Jamnagar...
Itwill benefit farmers, industri-
alists and cattle-rearers, which
indeed,will lead togreaterpos-
sibilityof industrialexpansionin
the region. It will boost the
prospect of North Gujarat be-
coming a logistic hub and stor-
age centre,"Modi said as he ad-
dressed a public gathering at
Dabhoda village near his native
townofVadnagar inMehsana.

The railway line between
ViramgamandSamakhiyalihas
also been expanded into two
tracks thatwill includedistricts
like Ahmedabad,
Surendranagar, Morbi, and
Rajkot. In all,Modi inaugurated
or laid the foundation stone for
developmental projects worth

around Rs 5,950 crore in the
NorthGujarat region.

ThePrimeMinister also said
that work on 2,500 kms of the

dedicated freight corridor from
East to West has been com-
pleted. Apart from the railway
projects,Modi also inaugurated
or laid foundations toneofproj-
ects worth Rs 830 crore of de-
partments likewater resources,
water supply, roads&buildings
andurbandevelopment.

Citing thepotential of North
Gujarat, Modi said Vadnagar is
goingtobeamajor tourismhub
of the region. Vadnagar, he said,
is India'ssecond'avinashinagar'
(a townthathasneverbeende-
stroyed), afterKashi.

"The Taranga Hill-Ambaji-
Abu rail line is going to change
the fortune (of the region). It is
goingtopassthroughourregion.
Broadgauge linemeansyouare
goingtobeconnecteddirectlyto
Delhi. And because of that,
tourism will be developed in
Taranga, Ambaji and Dharoi.
Ambaji is going tohave thebest
railway connectivity. Arrival of
devotees from Delhi and
Mumbai is going to be conven-
ient," thePMadded.

Modialsohighlightedthere-
centUNrecognitionforDhordo
village of Kutch as the best
tourism village in the world.
Nada Bet in Banaskantha will
also be developed similarly, he
added.

Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel, Gujarat BJP president and
NavsariMPCRPaatil andUnion
Minister of State for Railways
Darshana Jardosh attended the
Dabhodaevent.

PMMODI PERFORMS
AARTI AT ICONIC
AMBAJI TEMPLE
Ahmedabad:PrimeMinister
NarendraModi,who is ona
two-day visit to Gujarat,
commenced his tour
Monday morning by per-
forming aarti at the Ambaji
temple in Banaskantha dis-
trict, borderingRajasthan.

AccompaniedbyGujarat
Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel,PMModiarrivedatthe
templearound10.50am.“He
arriveddirectlyatthetemple
andremainedtherefornearly
half an hour,” Banaskantha
CollectorandChairmanofthe
Shree Arasuri AmbajiMata
DevasthanTrustVarunkumar
Baranwal told The Indian
Express. Last year, too, PM
Modihadvisitedthetemple
and performed aarti at the
ShaktiPeeth.OnSeptember
30 last year, at a public ad-
dress in Ambaji, Modi had
announced that hewanted
todevelop the region.

OnTuesday, hewill visit
theStatueofUnitytopartici-
pate inRashtriyaEktaDiwas
on the occasion of the birth
anniversary of Sardar Valla-
bhbhai Patel. Earlier in the
day, thePMwas receivedby
Governor Acharya Devvrat
andCMPatel,alongwithsen-
ior officials, at theAhmeda-
badairport. ENS

SAYSDEVELOPMENTPOSSIBLEONLYBECAUSEOFPOLITICALSTABILITY

PMlaunchesprojectsworthRs5Kcr in
northGujarat; promises tourismboost

PrimeMinisterNarendraModiwithChiefMinister
BhupendraPatelandstateBJP chiefCRPaatil at the
MehsanaeventonMonday; (below)PMoffersprayersat the
Ambaji temple. Express
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PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModi
waselectedasthechairmanofthe
ShreeSomnathTrust(SST),there-
ligious charitable trust which
owns and manages the iconic
SomnathtemplenearVeraval,for
five years onMonday after the
charity commissioner of Gujarat
recently approved an amend-
menttothedeedofthetrust.With
theamendment,thetenureofthe
SSTchairmanwillbefiveyearsin-
steadofone,trusteessaid.

At the 122ndmeeting of the
SST’sboardof trusteesconvened
atRajBhavan inGandhinagaron
Monday, PMModi, the incum-
bent chairmanof theboard,was
re-elected as the chairman for a
five-year term, anofficial release
said.Thisisthefirsttimeinthe74-
year-long history of Shree
SomnathTrustthatthechairman
of the board of trust has been
electedforafive-yearterm.Sofar,
thetermofthechairmanhasbeen
one year. “The board of trustees
hadproposedanamendment to
thetrustdeedtomakethetenure

ofthechairmanfiveyearsinstead
oftheexistingoneyear.Themat-
terwaspendingwiththeofficeof
the charity commissioner of
Junagadh for a long time. It had
raised somequeries in between
which were addressed.
Eventually, the charity commis-
sionerapprovedtheamendment
recently.Hence,thetenureof the
chairmanwillbefiveyearsinstead
of one year and in that light, the
electionof Narendrabhai (Modi)
as the chairman for thenext five
years is a routineprocedure,” PK
Laheri, former chief secretary of
Gujarat,whoisatrusteeoftheSTT,
toldTheIndianExpress.

PMModihasbeenelectedthe

chairman of the SST board of
trusteesforthethirdtime.Hewas
electedchairmanforthefirsttime
in 2021 after the post had fallen
vacant due to thedeathof then-
incumbent chairmanKeshubhai
Patel in 2020. Gujarat ex-CM
Keshubhai had been serving as
theSSTchairmansince2004.

The Trust has been led by
politicians.Thestategovernment
and Centre can nominate four
trustees each on the board of
trustees of SST. Currently,Modi,
UnionHomeMinisterAmitShah,
BJP veteranLKAdvaniareamong
six trustees. Laheri, JD Parmar, a
retiredprofessor of Sanskrit, and
industrialist Harshvardhan
Neotia, chairman of Ambuja
Neotia Group, are the other
trustees. Twoposts are lying va-
cant.AfterMorarjiDesai,Modi is
thesecondPMtoheadtheTrust.
Modiwasnominatedasamem-
beroftheboardoftrusteesofSST
inDecember2010.

OnMonday, Modi also re-
leased SST’s video prepared un-
der Centre’s "Meri Mitti Mera
Desh"campaign.Theclipshow-
cases the heritage of the
Somnathtemple.
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PMNarendraModi onMonday
met CMBhupendra Patel's son
Anuj, who is recovering from a
brainstroke.

In a post on X, formerly
Twitter,theChiefMinistershared
aphotographof PMModi stand-
ingnext toAnuj. “Today, popular

Prime Minister, honourable
NarendraModi saheb, inquired
aboutwell-beingofmysonAnuj.
Moreover, he providedwarmth
and strength to all the family
memberswhileliftingthemorale
of Anuj. At this moment, I am
deeply thankful to the Prime
Minister," read the post by the
ChiefMinister, loosely translated
toEnglishfromGujarati. Anujsuf-
feredabrainstrokeinApril.

PMModiwithAnuj.X/
@Bhupendrapbjp

SomnathTrust deed amended,
PMbecomes chairman for 5 yrs

PMatthetrustmeeting, in
GandhinagaronMonday.

‘Lifted morale’: PMmeets CM’s recuperating son

Ahmedabad






